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Child and Family Development Programs

Procedure for Days of Service and Days of Class

Child and Family Development Programs will plan days of service and days of class according to CFR 1306 for center based and combination model programs as follows:  

Center Based Model Programs
Center based model programs holding class four days a week will plan a minimum of 128 class days and a reasonable estimate of the number of days during a year that classes may be closed due to problems such as inclement weather or illness.  Two parent teacher conferences and two home visits will be planned and will not interrupt the 128 scheduled class days.

Combination Model Programs

Combination model program option will plan for a minimum of 96 class days and a reasonable estimate of the number of days during a year that classes may be closed due to problems such as inclement weather or illness.  One home visit per family will be scheduled every three weeks, to ensure at a minimum eight home visits per family are completed.  One parent teacher conference will be planned and will not interrupt the 96 scheduled class days.
Center Based and Combination Model Programs

Activities such as:   pre-service, planning, program set up and closing, home visits, health examinations, screenings, immunization activities, maintaining records and service plans will be scheduled throughout the year without interrupting the total number of scheduled class days. These activities should take place outside of the time scheduled for classes and will not count as classroom days of service.
Program Wide Calendar

Child and Family Development will develop a program wide calendar that each program option will follow.  The calendar will include: the return date for staff; start date and days for children to attend; days off for children and staff due to holidays, winter and spring breaks; last day for children to attend; and the last day of work for staff.
Source
[Performance Standard number and summary: 45 CFR 1306.32 (c) outlines program option requirements for center based program options.  (1) Classes must operate 4 or 5 days a week for (2) a minimum of three and one-half hours, and (3) must meet minimum days using the guidance of a 4-day week would be 128 and a 5-day week would be 160 days.  All center based programs must provide a minimum of 32 weeks of scheduled days of class operations over an eight or nine month period.  (8) directs Head Start grantees to develop and implement a system that actively encourages parents to participate in two home visits annually.

45 CFR 1306.34 (a) outlines program option requirements for combination models for class days and number of home visits.

45 CFR 1306.32 (b)(7) Staff must be employed for sufficient time to allow them to participate in pre-service training, to plan and set up the program at the start of the year, to close the program at the end of the year, to conduct home visits, to conduct health examinations, screening and immunization activities, to maintain records, an to keep servile component plans and activities current and relevant.  These activities should take place outside of the time scheduled for classes in center-based programs.]
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