Procedure 2-35
CHILD & FAMILY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS

School Bus Safety Education

Children’s safety is important. We practice and teach school bus safety in the classroom and on home visits. We encourage parents to follow school bus safety rules.  Our bus driver and center manager will help parents decide the safest bus stop location.

Children need to be with an adult while waiting for the bus. Please be on time when meeting the bus. Walk with your child to the bus after it stops. Children will only be released to the parent/guardian or other approved adult.
There is a 10 foot danger zone around the bus. Stay out of the danger zone.  Always stand or walk 10 feet from the bus. Keep 10 steps away from the front, back and sides of the bus.
When crossing the road the adult and child cross together in front of the bus.  Make sure the bus driver sees you before you cross the street. Follow and teach the basic street crossing safety rules with your child. Only cross when you know it is safe.
On the bus children will:

· Use handrail when getting on and off

· Stay seated until staff say it is safe to exit

· Use quiet voices

· Keep all body parts inside the bus
· Be kind to others
· Listen to the bus driver and bus aide

Children should not bring food, candy, gum, toys or money on the bus. Please notify the bus driver and get permission if there are extra items before getting on the bus.

All children will be fitted for a safety seat or other program approved child restraint system appropriate for age, height and weight which meets Federal and State laws. Once fitted, the children will use the restraint system appropriate for age, height and weight following Federal and State laws.

The bus driver or bus monitor will make sure children are buckled in safely.  Children may be assigned seats. All adults will use seat belts when provided.  
School bus emergency evacuation drills will be practiced three (3) times during the year. The first drill will take place within the first 30 days of class.  

Please:  No smoking near bus to keep bus free of second hand smoke.  

Please:  Discuss confidential matters with appropriate staff at the center.

Updated:  08/09


