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The environment set up is essential to creating successful outcomes for children.  
Education staff will use the Creative Curriculum Fidelity Tool to help with 
classroom set up every fall.  Volume 1- The Foundation, Chapter 2 discusses 
setting up the classroom.  Volume 2 – Interest Areas contains materials that 
should be located in each of the centers. It is the expectation that classroom 
environments will be evaluated each year to ensure they meet the current 
needs of this particular group of children.  Listed below are the requirements 
and restrictions for the environment. 

Required: 
• Use the Fidelity Checklist to set up at the beginning of the year and review

during the year
• Start the year with limited unit blocks in only 3 - 4 basic shapes
• Teach children how to care for the classroom and use materials (part of

the First Six Weeks of School Study)
• Review the environment for blind spots and post Form 2-33 Zoning and

Active Supervision Matrix (be sure this is clear and up-to-date).
• Observe children and analyze the environment to rotate materials and

make adjustments as needed
• Be aware of and check for allergens, such as latex and lead that can be

found in materials
• Arrange spaces for individual children in addition to small groups of

children
• Display children’s original creative work at children’s level
• Use the environment to support child guidance, such as visuals that help

them be successful.
• Label shelves and materials in pictures and words
• Use our licensed vendors for ordering classroom supplies that are

designed for commercial use
• Keep the environment welcome and inviting – this means shelves will be

uncovered at all times – Exception may include shelves in the large group
area only for large group times as children are first learning expectations
and routines, but as the year progresses will no longer be covered.

• Be sure to review the Care and Maintenance of Animals in the Center
(Policy 2-22) before bringing in classroom pets.

Restrictions: 
• Changing the entire, or majority of, environment at the same time once

the school year has started
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• Use an abundance of commercial posters and displays (these should be 
only about ¼ of what is displayed in the classroom) 

• Use dittos and worksheets.  Instead - assessment is done using authentic 
and relevant materials and activities.  Coloring pages may be used 
sparingly – i.e. once a month at most 

• Purchase or bring into the classroom items purchased from places like 
Dollar Tree, Oriental Trading, Amazon, etc.  without clear communication 
and prior approval by your Center Manager 

• Take the following into class when children are present:  
o Soda 
o Coffee or tea 
o Energy Drinks 
o Any other beverage besides water 

 
Please note due to safety concerns, there are specific items that are not 
allowed in the classroom: 

• Shaving Cream 
• Water Beads 

 


